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lish their abusive mind, and to make manifest the exceeding merit
of the Master (Yuan Chwang), and overthrow their (Little Vehicle)
proud thought of 4 self'."
On the same day Harsa sent an order throughout the country
that all the disciples of the various schools should assemble at
Kanyakubja to examine the treatise of Yuan Chwang. Then the
Chinese pilgrim, at the beginning of winter, in company with Harsa,
advanced up to the river Ganges and arrived at the rendezvous.
What actually happened there can best be described in Yuan
Chwang's own words: "There were present kings of eighteen
countries of the five Indies; three thousand priests thoroughly
acquainted with the Little and Great Vehicle, besides about three
thousand Brahmans and Nirgranthas and about a thousand priests
of the JSfalanda monastery. Ail these noted persons, alike celebrated
for their literary skill, as for their dialectic, attended the assembly
with a view to consider and listen to the sounds of the Law; they
were accompanied with followers, some on elephants, some in
chariots, some in palanquins, some under canopies. Each was
surrounded by its own peculiar attendants, like the clouds for
multitude, which in the winter time spread through, many scores
of miles......
"The King bad previously ordered two thatched halls to be
constructed at the place of the assembly for receiving the figures (of
Buddha] and the body of the disciples.
"When he (Harsa) arrived they were both finished; they were
lofty and spacious, each capable of seating a thousand persons.
The travelling palace of the king was some five li to the west of
the place of assembly; he had in this palace cast a golden
statue, and now, ordering a great elephant to be equipped with a
precious dais on its back, he placed therein (tJie statue of) Buddha.
Then Siladitya raja, under the form of Lord Sakra, with a white
chowrie in his hand, went on the right, and Kumara-raja, under the
form of Brahma-raja, with a precious parasol in his hand, went to
the left. They both wore tiaras like the Devas, with flower wreaths
and jewelled ribbons,
"Moreover, they harnessed two other great elephants and loaded
ihem with jewels and flowers (or, precious floivers) to follow behind
the image of Buddha, and each step they took they scattered these
flowers abroad*